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1 How to access consolidated documents? 

Consolidated legislation is available online only, on the EUR-Lex website. It can be 
consulted or downloaded, for free, as a PDF or HTML file. 
 

Once on the EUR-Lex webpage you can access consolidated legislation using 
different search options. The shortest way is by "CELEX number" (see grey 
highlighted option in Fig 1). Click on. 

 



 

Fig. 1 

 

After having selected the CELEX search option, enter "0" (= sector dedicated to 
consolidated legislation) + the CELEX number of the required document. For 
instance, to access the consolidated version of the Council Common Position 
2002/402, enter 02002E0402 (see Fig. 2). 

 

 

 



 

Fig 2 

 

More information on how to access consolidated legislation is available in EUR-Lex, 
using following link:  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/en/tools/faq.htm. 

To display the consolidated document, you can click on the "HTML" respectively 
"PDF" icons (see Fig 3). In this case, the consolidated document will be displayed in 
the format selected, however only in one language version (to change the language 
version, see the menu in right top corner). 



 

Selecting the option "Languages and formats available" (see Fig. 4) you can easier 
access to different language versions, switching from a language version to another 
or from PDF to HTML. 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 3 

 



 

 

 

Fig. 4 

 

 

Please note that the HTML version provides a direct link to the basic act and/or to the 
modifier(s). To use this option, once displayed the consolidation in the HTML format 
click on the tag (B, M etc., and/or the blue highlighted parts) referring to the 
document you would like to access (see Fig. 5). 



 

 

 

Fig. 5 

 



2 Structure of the cover page 

 

 

Fig 6 shows the cover page of a consolidated document (2002E0402, layer 001.001), 
providing some information on its parts. 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 6 



3 Example for a consistency check action 

 

 

As already seen in the previous point, the basic act 2002/402/CFSP is amended by 
the Decision 2011/487/CFSP ("M1"). The consolidated document 2002E0402, layer 
001.001, takes into account of this amendment (see Fig. 7). 

 

 

 

Fig. 7 

 

In this example, the consistency check consists of verifying if the amendment on the 
cover page, i.e. the replacement of the title, duly reflects the provisions of M1. 

 

To perform this check, you may access via EUR-Lex the Council Decision 
2011/487/CFSP (= M1), see next page.  



As shown below, Art. 1, point 1 of 2011/487/CFSP (= M1) requires the replacement 
of the title (see Fig. 8).  

 

 

 

Fig 8 

 

You can now check if the replacement has been correctly incorporated into the 
consolidated document performed (see Fig. 7 above). This is the case. 

 

You can now proceed in the same way for further amendments. 



4 How to use the bibliographic notice 

 

The so called "bibliographic notice" provides, inter alia, a compact overview of the 
amendments affecting a given legal act. Further, the notice contains information on 
the "start date" (date of entry into force) of amendments, as well as a direct link to the 
consolidated version of the act concerned, etc.  

Therefore, the notice may constitute a useful additional tool in the frame of the 
consistency check.  

One way to access the bibliographic notice is via CELEX. After having selected the 
CELEX search option, enter "3" (= sector dedicated to the secondary legislation) + 
the CELEX number of the required document.  

For instance, to display the bibliographic notice of the Council Common Position 
2002/402, i.e. the basic act, enter 32002E0402 (see Fig. 9). 

 

 

 

Fig. 9 

 



Click on "bibliographic notice", following text is displayed (see Fig. 10) 

 

 

Fig. 10 

 

The second entry of the section "Amended by" (page bottom), i.e. "Amended by 
32011D0487 Replacement Title from 01/08/2011", refers to the above mentioned amendment, 
providing a direct link to the modifier (32011D0487 = "M1"). 

Fig 11 (see below) displays the bibliographic notice of the modifier (32011D0487 = 
"M1"). The section "Dates" (top of the page) provides information on the date of entry 
into force of this amending act. 

 



 

 

Fig. 11 

 


