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Environmental protection (EMAS) in the European 
Parliament buildings 

 
 

For staff of companies working for the European Parliament 

What is EMAS? 

EMAS is the system used by the European Parliament (EP) to reduce the impact of its 
activities on the environment. EMAS is an environmental management system (EMS) 
based on ISO standard 14001:2004 and EMAS regulations 1221/2009. The Parliament began 
to apply EMAS following a Bureau decision in 2004.  

 
The President and the Secretary-General of the EP signed the EMAS policy. This document 
committed the Parliament to continually reducing its impact on the environment in areas 
such as the production of office and kitchen waste, the handling of dangerous substances, 
CO2 emissions to fight global warming, energy, water and paper consumption, respect for 
environmental legislation, staff training etc. 

 
How can my company contribute to improving the environment at the European Parliament? 

You contribute by respecting current environmental legislation, as well as all environmental instructions and 
procedures. Your company should ensure that all staff who perform tasks which have a significant 
environmental impact have received the necessary training. Your company therefore plays an essential part 
in improving environmental quality at the EP.  

 
Our environmental commitment is also set out in the obligations that appear in our new contracts: ‘The 
contractor undertakes to respect (…) the environmental characteristics of the contract and any other similar 
condition imposed by the specification and explained, where necessary, in the contractor's tender. The 
European Parliament reserves the right to carry out any checks and inspections direct with the contractor, 
necessary to ensure that the environmental requirements imposed are being respected (…) Any failure on 
the part of the contractor to comply with the environmental obligations imposed or any refusal to be checked 
by the European Parliament or a duly authorised body will allow the European Parliament to terminate the 
contract’. 

 
If you use substances that are dangerous for the environment, you 
are obliged to respect the legislation in force and to know the EP's 
environmental procedures. For more information, please consult 
your contact at the European Parliament. 
 

 
If you are in one of our buildings and you discover an accident with significant 
environmental consequences (such as a fire, explosion, leak of water, fuel oil, gas, oil 
or any other dangerous substance), please inform the Security Service (      85112). 
The same number can be used for medical emergencies. 

 
 

We are grateful to the European Parliament's contractors and 
subcontractors for their valuable contribution to the sorting, 
storage and recycling of waste. We would remind you of the 
importance of sorting waste properly and kindly request that you 
make your colleagues aware of the importance of your role for the 
environment. 
 

And what can my company do if it causes other types of environmental damage? 

If your company's activities for the European Parliament cause other types of environmental damage 
(consumption of paper, fuel, electricity, water, production of other types of waste etc.) you can consult 
your contact at the European Parliament in order to try and improve your environmental performance (the 
EMAS coordination team will also be happy to help you). 

 
Some tips for every day: 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Has the European Parliament already made real progress for the environment?  The EP has long been working 

to improve the environment. Here are some of its achievements: 
 

Save energy. Turn off the light when it isn't needed and 

save electricity. 

Save water. Turn the tap off completely and alert the 

appropriate department if you discover a leak. 

Take the stairs instead. It's better for your health and 

better for the environment! 

 

Use public transport for your journeys. Transport is 

one of the largest sources of CO2 emissions. 

Signing of the EMAS 
policy on 28 September 

2010 
 

Recycle your waste. Please collect your waste and 

use the appropriate bins. Waste which isn't sorted 
cannot be recycled! 
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- The EP has undertaken to reduce its CO2 emissions by 30% by 2020.  
- The Parliament sorts and recycles its waste, paying special attention to hazardous products.  
- The Parliament uses electricity from 100% renewable sources, at all three of its sites.  

- The EP integrates environmental clauses into its public procurement contracts.  
 

Did you know that the Parliament has obtained EMAS and ISO 14001:2004 

certification? So external environmental audits will be carried out each year 
and your involvement in the environmental management system will also be 
evaluated. 

 

                                                EMAS is you! 

 

 
 

 
EMAS-214 

 
                 
 
We look forward to your proposals and suggestions at emas@europarl.europa.eu or on:         
                                                          (+352.4300) 22500 

 


