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SECTION 1
1.1

INTRODUCTION

Presentation of Eurostat

Eurostat is a Directorate-General of the European Commission (“Commission”). Its mission is to
provide the European Union with a high quality statistical information service.
Together with the national statistical offices, Eurostat is responsible for the European statistical
system: see Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11
March 2009 on European statistics (OJ L 87/164, 31.3.2009). Eurostat implements standards,
methods and classifications for the production of comparable, reliable and relevant data. Users of
Eurostat’s output include the Commission and other institutions of the European Union, national
governments of the Member States, international organisations, businesses, universities and a
wide range of other users. Eurostat also supports non-member countries, including the candidate
countries, in adapting their statistical systems.
More information can be found on the Eurostat's website:
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
Eurostat carries out some of its activities by awarding contracts for the provision of services
relating to the various fields of the European statistical programme.

1.2

Subject of the contract

This invitation to tender covers:


Support Eurostat in the development of future specific European Public Sector
Accounting Standards and/or the additional EU implementation guidance;



A help desk for preparation of analyses on specified financial accounting and impact
consideration issues in support of the implementation of accruals accounting in the
Member States and of the development of EPSAS.

1.3

Glossary

EPSAS:

European Public Sector Accounting Standards

ESA:

European system of national and regional accounts

IPSAS:

International Public Sector Accounting Standards

IFRS:

International Financial Reporting Standards

GAAPs:

Generally Accepted Accounting Principles

CIRCABC: Communication and Information Resource Centre for Administrations,
Businesses and Citizens
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SECTION 2
2.1

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

General information and objectives

The EU Public Sector Accounting Standards (EPSAS) initiative aims to provide harmonised
accruals-based public sector accounting. The main benefit would be providing a firmer basis for
understanding the financial position and performance of public sector entities at all levels. This
has the potential to improve evidence-based decision-making and accountability at both EU,
national and sub-national levels. In addition, this would further enhance the integration and
efficiency of capital markets, the analysis of public finances and also provide more efficient ways
of producing statistics and controlling revisions and risks.
The Budgetary Frameworks Directive1 requested the European Commission to assess the
suitability of International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS) for the Member States. In
response, the Commission addressed in 2013 its report “Towards implementing harmonised
public sector accounting standards in Member States: The suitability of IPSAS for the Member
States”2 (hereinafter referred to as the “IPSAS report”) to the Council and the European
Parliament.
The IPSAS report concluded that, although IPSAS, as they stood at the time when the report was
written, could not be simply implemented in the Member States, IPSAS represented a starting
reference for future harmonised EPSAS, with these European standards being based on strong EU
governance. It stated that the Commission would further develop the strategy outlined in the
report, taking into account impact considerations and elaborating a road map setting out in more
detail the steps to be taken, including legislative initiatives, to achieve harmonised public-sector
accounting standards across the Union.
To take forward the conclusions of the IPSAS report, the services of the Commission have been
following a two-phase approach to EPSAS:


Phase 1: Increase fiscal transparency in the Member States in the short to medium term by
promoting accruals accounting and, in parallel, develop the EPSAS framework (covering
governance, accounting principles and standards).



Phase 2: Address comparability within and between Member States by implementing
EPSAS.

During the past four years, the services of the Commission (Eurostat) have been actively engaged
in Phase 1. This meant systematic communication on public sector harmonised accruals
accounting with a wide range of stakeholders, including with policy makers, public sector
accounting standard-setters, international organisations, auditors, accountancy experts and
academia.
In 2015, the EPSAS Working Group was established. Ever since, it has served as a forum for
Member States to provide advice and expertise in the preparation of EPSAS, from all levels of
government. The delegates to the Working Group are primarily public sector accounting standardsetters and those responsible for public accounting in the Member States. Observers from the

1

Council Directive 2011/85/EU of 8 November 2011 on requirements for budgetary frameworks of the Member States.

2

Report From The Commission To The Council And The European Parliament, Towards implementing harmonised
public sector accounting standards in Member States: The suitability of IPSAS for the Member States, COM(2013) 114
of 6.3.2013.

4/35

European Central Bank (ECB), World Bank, European Court of Auditors, Accountancy Europe
(ACE) and IPSAS Board also attend.
The discussions within the Working Group have focussed on:


Developing the basis for future public sector standard setting in Europe3, including a draft
EPSAS Conceptual Framework and the process for developing standards (including
governance); and



Building up the evidence base for assessing the costs and benefits4 associated with a future
proposal on EPSAS.

In parallel, the services of the Commission (Eurostat) have aimed to participate in EPSAS-related
discussions as widely as possible, including with other EU institutions, national stakeholders in
EU Member States, other international organisations (in particular the IPSAS Board and the
OECD) and the academic community. Strong emphasis has been placed on engaging with
stakeholders across all levels of government in the Member States, attending a wide range of
national events where EPSAS has been addressed, and participating in the meetings of the
European City Economic and Financial Governance Group, where several major European cities
discuss public accounting and financial management matters.
The Commission has also provided financial support for public sector accounting reform efforts
in the Member States. Since 2014, it has co-financed a range of projects on modernisation of
public sector accounting systems and a move to an accrual-based system. This includes scoping of
modernisation needs, outlining an approach to implementation and a communication plan,
exchange of knowledge and taking steps to implement accruals-based financial accounting
systems across the public sector. Since 2017, this support has been complemented by support
provided by the Commission through the Structural Reform Support Service (SRSS), which is
mandated to support the preparation, design and implementation of growth-enhancing reforms to
achieve sustainable investment, growth and job creation. SRSS is providing support for various
wider public financial management reforms in the Member States, several of which relate in part
to public sector accruals accounting.
Objective
The objective of this call for tender is:


To provide Eurostat with support for the development of future specific European Public
Sector Accounting Standards and/or the additional EU implementation guidance;



To serve Eurostat as a help desk for preparation of analyses on specified financial
accounting and impact consideration issues in support of the implementation of accruals
accounting in the Member States and of the development of EPSAS.

The work may require close cooperation with national public sector accounting standard setting
authorities, national government accounting authorities and other national and international
stakeholders such as Ministries of Finance, Courts of Auditors in the MSs, etc.
3

To prepare for the possible development of future EPSAS standards, the EPSAS Working Group has held first
discussions on the most challenging public sector accounting issues based on a series of EPSAS issues papers, please
see EPSAS Issues papers on specific public sector accounting issues.
4

The following studies have been commissioned to analyse the costs and benefits of implementation of EPSAS in the
EU: Overview and comparison of public accounting and auditing practices in 27 EU MS (EY 2012), Potential impact of
implementing accrual accounting and suitability of IPSAS standards (PwC 2014), Collection of additional and updated
information related to the potential impacts of EPSAS (EY 2017) and Further and updated information related to the
potential impact of implementing accrual accounting in the public sector (PwC 2018).
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2.2

Volume of the contract

The total volume of the work for the entire contract period is estimated to cover:
- 300 person-days.
The estimated total value is EUR 300,000.00 for the entire duration of the contract (the
execution of the tasks covers 18 months).

2.3

Tasks and expected results

Task 1 – Support Eurostat in the development of future specific European Public Sector
Accounting Standards and/or the additional EU implementation guidance.
The aim of this task is to support the development of future specific European Public Sector
Accounting Standards and/or the additional EU implementation guidance.
In practice, this task requires the contractor to support Eurostat in drafting of documents
contributing to the preparation of future specific EPSAS standards and/or the related guidance.
These activities, such as drafting the initial texts of the standards and guidance and supporting
texts giving the basis for those standards and guidance, would be for discussion with the
Member States. The production of such standards and guidance is expected to be a key focus
for the next phase of work on EPSAS. It also requires the contractor to support Eurostat in
preparation of PowerPoint, or equivalent, presentations on these documents and in presentating
them orally at meetings to be specified by Eurostat. The contractor should carry out this task
during the period from 01/06/2020 to 30/11/2021.
It may occur that more than one request for a document will be made at the same time. The tender
will contain a proposal about managing this situation. In particular this task will mainly, but not
exclusively, focus on support concerning:
-

Already existing sets of accounting standards and financial reporting frameworks (e.g.:
IPSAS, IFRS, the Commission’s own accounting standards, national GAAPs) and related
practices, and furthermore the ESA framework;

-

The development of harmonised European public sector accounting and general purpose
financial reporting standards and guidance.

The support to be provided will in particular:
-

Be delivered in an organised and timely manner as defined in the table below;

-

Be based on the documents on future public sector standard setting in Europe, including
the draft EPSAS Conceptual Framework5, discussed by the EPSAS Working Group;

-

Take into account theoretical and legal requirements on the one hand and feasibility on
the other hand.

Information on progress to date on EPSAS can be found on the CIRCABC EPSAS Interest
Group6.
The expected results for this task are documents contributing to preparation of future specific
European Public Sector Accounting Standards and/or the additional EU implementation
guidance, PowerPoint, or equivalent, presentations on these documents and their oral
presentations at meetings to be specified by Eurostat.
5

Draft EPSAS Conceptual Framework

6

https://circabc.europa.eu/w/browse/8b9f731d-4826-4708-9069-5f65a9edc9bf
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The deliverables are:
Deliverable 1 - Final drafts (validated by Eurostat) of documents in English and MS Word, or
equivalent, format. During the project, approximately 12 requests for documents can be expected.
The requests for Deliverable 1 includes the following headings:


Content of the document;



Background and expected contribution;



Sources of information;



Eurostat’s assessment regarding complexity of the issue.

Deliverable 2 - Up to 12 PowerPoint, or equivalent, presentations on documents as specified
under Deliverable 1 to be presented to relevant internal and external stakeholders.
The expected results should be delivered according to the following indicative timetable:
Duration

T0:
T0+1 to 15
working days
T0+15 to 25
working days
T0+25 to 30
working days

T0:

T0+2 weeks
T0+3 weeks
T0+4 weeks

Activity
Drafting of documents contributing to preparation of future specific
EPSAS standards and/or the related guidance
Eurostat submits to the contractor a request for a document contributing to
preparation of future specific EPSAS standards and/or the related guidance
The contractor transmits the reply to Eurostat. If the subject in question is
particularly complex, the duration may be extended in agreement with Eurostat.
The contractor discusses the draft response with Eurostat. Eurostat may provide
comments and suggestions to be taken into account by the contractor when
finalising the deliverable.
The contractor transmits the final draft of the document to Eurostat (Deliverable
1). Eurostat comments on this version until the final acceptance.
Preparation of PowerPoint, or equivalent, presentations on the documents
contributing to preparation of future specific EPSAS standards/or and the
related guidance
Eurostat submits to the contractor a request for a PowerPoint, or equivalent,
presentation on a document contributing to preparation of future specific
EPSAS standards and/or the related guidance.
The contractor transmits to Eurostat the PowerPoint, or equivalent, presentation
on the document.
Eurostat provides comments and suggestions to be included in the final version
of the PowerPoint, or equivalent, presentation.
The final version of the PowerPoint, or equivalent, presentation to be presented
orally at a meeting to be specified by Eurostat (Deliverable 2).

Task 2 – A help desk for preparation of analyses on specified financial accounting and impact
consideration issues in support of the implementation of accruals accounting in the Member
States and of the development of EPSAS
The aim of this task is to serve Eurostat as a help desk for preparation of analyses on specified
financial accounting and impact consideration issues in support of the implementation of
accruals accounting in the Member States and of the development of EPSAS. It may also
include provision of support in the context of stakeholders consultations.
In practice, this task requires the contractor to respond to Eurostat’s requests for analyses on
specified financial accounting and impact consideration issues. It also requires the contractor to
support Eurostat in preparation of PowerPoint, or equivalent, presentations on these analyses
7/35

and in presentating them orally at meetings to be specified by Eurostat. The contractor should
carry out this task during the period from 03/12/2020 to 30/11/2021.
It may occur that more than one request for an analysis will be made at the same time. The tender
will contain a proposal about managing this situation. In particular this task will mainly, but not
exclusively, focus on support concerning:
-

Already existing sets of accounting standards and financial reporting frameworks (e.g.:
IPSAS, IFRS, the Commission’s own accounting standards, national GAAPs) and related
practices, and furthermore the ESA framework;

-

The development of harmonised European public sector accounting and general purpose
financial reporting standards and guidance.

Information on progress to date on EPSAS can be found on the CIRCABC EPSAS Interest
Group.
The support to be provided will in particular:
-

Be delivered in an organised and timely manner as defined in the table below;

-

Be based on methods in line with theory and concepts of international and/or national
public sector accounting and general purpose financial reporting standards such as
IPSAS;

-

Take into account theoretical and legal requirements on the one hand and feasibility on
the other hand;

-

Where applicable, focus on approaches that may be implemented in practice in the
Member States and be in line with the planned EPSAS framework;

-

Take into account the increased resource requirements (IT and human) of accruals
accounting and financial reporting needed by the MSs when implementing EPSAS.

The expected results for this task are a set of well-founded replies to requests for analyses of
specified financial accounting and impact consideration issues received from Eurostat,
PowerPoint, or equivalent, presentations on these analyses and their oral presentations at
meetings to be specified by Eurostat.
The deliverables are:
Deliverable 3 - Final drafts of replies (validated by Eurostat) to the requests for analyses in
English and MS Word, or equivalent, format. During the project, approximately 10 requests for
analyses can be expected.
The template for requests for Deliverable 3 includes the following headings:


Content of the analysis;



Background and expected contribution;



Sources of information;



Eurostat’s assessment regarding complexity of the issue.

Deliverable 4 - Up to 10 PowerPoint, or equivalent, presentations on the replies to the requests as
specified under Deliverable 3 to be presented to relevant internal and external stakeholders.
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The expected results should be delivered according to the following indicative timetable:
Duration

T0:
T0+1 to 15
working days
T0+15 to 25
working days

T0+25 to 30
working days

T0:

T0+2 weeks
T0+3 weeks
T0+4 weeks

2.4

Activity
Responding to the requests for analyses on specified financial accounting
and impact consideration issues
Eurostat submits to the contractor a request for an analysis on a specified
accounting or impact consideration issue.
The contractor transmits the reply to Eurostat. If the subject in question is
particularly complex, the duration may be extended in agreement with Eurostat.
The contractor discusses the draft response with Eurostat and, if and where
deemed necessary, with MSs experts and/or other experts such as academics,
auditors, or statisticians (in which case the duration can be extended with
Eurostat's agreement). Eurostat may provide comments and suggestions to be
taken into account by the contractor when finalising the deliverable.
The contractor transmits the final draft of the reply to Eurostat (Deliverable 3).
Eurostat comments on this version until the final acceptance.
Preparation of PowerPoint, or equivalent, presentations on the analyses on
specified accounting or impact consideration issues
Eurostat submits to the contractor a request for a PowerPoint, or equivalent,
presentation on an analysis on specified accounting or impact consideration
issue.
The contractor transmits to Eurostat the PowerPoint, or equivalent ,presentation
on the analysis.
Eurostat provides comments and suggestions to be included in the final version
of the PowerPoint, or equivalent, presentation.
The final version of PowerPoint, or equivalent,presentation to be presented
orally at a meeting to be specified by Eurostat (Deliverable 4).

Meetings and missions

In order to achieve the objectives, the contractor is required to attend a number of meetings and
missions. A list of those is given below.
List of meetings:
1.

A physical kick-off meeting within one month from the start of execution of Task 1;

2.

One physical progress meeting around February 2021. The contractor and Eurostat will
meet to evaluate the progress of the project with respect to the work plan and to clarify
any emerging issues;

3.

Monthly progress monitoring via phone, e-mail or video-conference. The contractor has
to provide an agenda for the monthly progress calls at least three days before the call
takes place;

4.

A final physical meeting around November 2021. The contractor and Eurostat will meet
to evaluate the final deliverables of the project with respect to the work contracted and
the work eventually carried out.

The physical meetings will normally be held at the Commission premises in Luxembourg
(maximum duration one day) but telephone/video conferences may substitute one or more such
physical meetings, upon decision of the Commission.
The contractor will prepare for all meetings the agenda and progress reports and send them to
Eurostat at least three days prior to the meetings.
The contractor will prepare the minutes of the meetings and submit to Eurostat two weeks after
the meetings for approval at the latest.
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List of missions:
Participation in relevant internal and external stakeholder meetings: up to 10 meetings, with, on
average, each a duration of 1.5 days, either at the Commission premises in Luxembourg or in
Member States.
Travel expenses for such meetings should be included in the financial proposal of the tender.

2.5

Duration and timetable

The contract is expected to be signed in the 4th quarter of 2019.
Execution of the tasks is to start on 01/06/2020. The maximal overall duration of the work will
be 18 months.

M2

M3

M4

M5

M6

M7

M8

M9

M 10

M 11

M 12

M 13

M 14

M 15

M 16

M 17

M 18

Task 1

M1

The indicative timetables on responding to Eurostat’s requests under tasks 1 and 2 are in
section 2.3. The overall indicative timetable is the following:

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

D1, D2

Task 2

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

D3, D4

Legend:
-

M – month of project lifetime

-

x – task's lifetime

-

D – deliverables (expected results, see item 2.3 above)

A detailed timetable should be provided by the tenderer in the tender. In addition, the
contractor is requested to fill-in Annex 10 “Compulsory reply form - checklist for
deliverables” of the contract.

2.6

Minimum requirements

Tenders deviating from the requirements or not covering all minimum requirements described
below may be rejected on the basis of non-compliance with the tender specifications and will not be
further evaluated.


Implementation of the tasks shall comply with the requirements as specified in section 2.3;



Results have to be delivered by the contractor according to the indicative timetables included
in the tables in section 2.3.

Furthermore, the tender shall comply with applicable environmental, social and labour legislation
established under Union legislation, national legislation, collective agreements or the applicable
international social and environmental conventions listed in Annex X to Directive 2014/24/EU7.

2.7

Technical implementation reports

The work carried out by the contractor under the contract will be the subject of the following
technical implementation reports, which must be sent to Eurostat by the contractor both in hard
copy and electronic format.

7

OJ L 94 of 28.03.2014, p. 65
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- Nine months after the starting date of the execution of the tasks referred to in Article I.3 of the
contract, the contractor shall provide, in view of the progress of the tasks referred to in 2.3 of this
tender specification and as soon as possible after this date, an progress technical implementation
report relating to the execution of the contract describing the results obtained and the means which
were implemented for the execution of the contract.
- Eighteen months after the starting date of the execution of the tasks referred to in Article I.3 of the
contract, the contractor shall provide, as soon as possible and within sixty days of completion of the
tasks referred to in 2.3 of this tender specification, a final technical implementation report relating
to the execution of the contract describing the results obtained and the means which were
implemented for the execution of the contract.
These technical implementation reports shall accompany the corresponding invoice.

2.8

Assessment of results

Evaluation of the results will be based on the following criteria:
The progress of the work under this project will be monitored by means of the scheduled meetings
mentioned above under section 2.4. The contractor will inform Eurostat in a timely manner of any
issues or problems identified during the progress of work.
The principal indicators to be assessed with respect to the quality of the work of the contractor will
be:
-

The level of relevant detailed information which is made available;

-

The quality, clarity, completeness and relevance of the assessment work undertaken;

-

The quality, clarity and relevance of the papers written on the specific accounting issues;

-

The quality of the oral contributions and presentations;

-

The clarity of presentation of the reports;

-

The respect of deadlines by the contractor.

2.9

Specific conditions

- Resources made available by Eurostat
Eurostat will make available the initial lists of contact points in the MS.
For the execution of the tasks described in section 2.3, the documents are publicly available on the
CIRCABC site of the EPSAS Interest Group and/or on the dedicated Eurostat website. In the course
of the execution of the contract other documents will need to be taken into consideration as
necessary.
- Specific conditions for the execution of the contract
The regular communication, as described in section 2.4, between the contractor and Eurostat
concerning the progress of the work on the activities described above are on the initiative and to be
ensured by the contractor.
A close cooperation between the contractor and Eurostat will be necessary throughout the execution
of the contract.

SECTION 3
3.1

INFORMATION ON THE CONTRACT

General information

The submission of the tender implies acceptance of all the terms and conditions set out in the
procurement documents (contract notice, invitation to tender, tender specifications, draft contract)
and, where appropriate, waiver of the tenderer's own general or specific terms and conditions.
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The submitted tender is binding on the tenderer to whom the contract is awarded for the
duration of the contract.
Once the Commission has opened the tender, the document shall become the property of the
Commission and it shall be treated confidentially.
The Contractor is to carry out the tasks in accordance with:
1.
2.
3.

the contract;
the technical specifications;
the tender.

In the event of conflict between these three documents, their provisions will apply in descending
order.
No variants are allowed in relation to the services or the price schedule proposed in accordance with
this tender specification
The place of the work will be the Contractor’s usual workplace, unless stated otherwise in section
2.9

3.2

Payments

Contracts will be expressed in euro. All payments under these contracts will also be made in euro.
Payments under the contract will be made in accordance with Articles I.5 and II.21 of the draft
contract in Annex 7.

3.3

Replacement of persons assigned to carry out the work

The Commission expects the contract to be executed by those persons identified in the tender.
Whenever a replacement is necessary, the Contractor must ensure a high degree of stability of the
services and an effective transfer of information.
Any replacement must be submitted to the Commission for written approval. The Contractor shall
provide a timely replacement with at least equivalent qualifications and experience if:


For duly justified reasons, a person is unable to continue providing the services;



Any person specified in the contract is found by the Commission to be incompetent in
discharging or unsuitable for the performance of his/her duties under the contract or if
carrying out his tasks under the contract prejudices the good and timely performance of the
contract. Unless otherwise stated, if the Commission requests a replacement in writing, the
Contractor must propose a replacement within one month of the receipt of the Commission's
request. Failure to make such a proposal within this period will be considered a breach of
contract.

Such a replacement will not oblige the Commission to pay any remuneration, fees or costs
additional to those laid down in the initial contract. The Contractor must bear any additional costs
arising from or incidental to such replacement. Such costs will include the costs of the return
journey of the replaced member of staff and his family, the costs of the replacement's training and, if
necessary, the expenses arising from the need to maintain simultaneously at the place of work the
member of staff to be replaced and his replacement.

3.4

Personal data and intellectual property rights

3.4.1 Personal data
If processing your reply to the invitation to tender involves the recording and processing of personal
data (such as your name, address and CV), such data will be processed Regulation (EU) 2018/1725
of 23 October 2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal
data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data,
and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC, OJ L 295/39,
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21.11.2018. Unless indicated otherwise, your replies to the questions and any personal data
requested are required to evaluate your tender in accordance with the specifications of the invitation
to tender and will be processed solely for that purpose by the unit involved. Details concerning the
processing of your personal data are available at:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/data-protection-officer_en
All personal data may be registered in the Early Detection and Exclusion System (EDES) if you are
in one of the situations mentioned in Article 136 of the Financial Regulation8. For more
information, see the Privacy Statement on
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/explained/management/protecting/protect_en.cfm
3.4.2 Intellectual property rights
Your attention is drawn on Article I.10 of the contract's special conditions which contains specific
provisions on intellectual property rights related to the results of the contract and their use.

3.5

E-prior

The execution of the contract between the Commission and the contractors could be automated by
the use of the following application: e-Invoicing, e-Catalogue, e-Ordering, e-Request based on an
electronic exchange platform (e-Prior). Information on the technical and functional characteristics of
the above-mentioned system can be found at:
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/8pBsAQ
At the request of the Commission, the use of the above applications could be mandatory for
contractors during the lifetime of the contract.
The e-Invoicing application may be used for this contract (the decision to use this application can be
taken at the start of the contract or during the lifetime of the contract (through an amendment)).
Further information on this application is available in the general conditions of the draft contract
(Annex 7) in Art II.1, II.5 and in Annex VI (e-invoice Interchange Agreement) of this contract and
through the above-mentioned link.
If provided for in the special conditions of the contract, the exchange of electronic documents (edocuments) such as invoices between the parties is automated through the use of the e-PRIOR
platform. This platform provides two possibilities for such exchanges: either through web services
(machine-to-machine connection) or through a web application (the supplier portal).
Other applications as e-Sourcing and e-Fulfilment, which are currently under development may be
implemented on a voluntary basis during the contract execution.

SECTION 4

INFORMATION ON THE TENDER PROCEDURE

4.1.1 General information
The legal basis for EU procurement consists of the relevant articles of the Financial Regulation, i.e.:
– Financial Regulation - REGULATION (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 OF THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 18 July 2018 on the financial rules applicable to the
general budget of the Union, amending Regulations (EU) No 1296/2013, (EU) No 1301/2013, (EU)

8

REGULATION (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 18
July 2018 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union, amending Regulations (EU) No
1296/2013, (EU) No 1301/2013, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No 1304/2013, (EU) No 1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013,
(EU) No 223/2014, (EU) No 283/2014, and Decision No 541/2014/EU and repealing Regulation (EU, Euratom) No
966/2012. https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2018:193:TOC
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No 1303/2013, (EU) No 1304/2013, (EU) No 1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013, (EU) No 223/2014,
(EU) No 283/2014, and Decision No 541/2014/EU and repealing Regulation (EU, Euratom) No
966/2012
The Contracting Authority has chosen to award the contract resulting from this call for tenders through
an open procedure pursuant to Article 164(1) (a) of the Financial Regulation. In an open procedure any
interested economic operator (any natural or legal person who offers to supply products, provide
services or execute works) may submit a tender (see 4.2).
– Judgments, mainly of the General Court in procurement cases.
The Financial Regulation incorporates the rules from Directive 2014/24/EU9, hereinafter referred to
as “the Directive” and Directive 2014/23/EU on concessions10.
This invitation to tender is intended to be competitive. Any attempt by a tenderer to obtain
confidential information, enter into unlawful agreements, collude or make arrangements with
competitors, canvass or solicit Commission staff or influence the evaluation committee or its
individual members in any way during the tendering process will render his or her tender invalid.
The tender must be clear and concise, with continuous page numbering, and assembled so as to
constitute a coherent whole (e.g. bound or stapled, etc.). Since tenderers will be judged on the
content of their written tenders, these must clearly state that the tenderer is able to meet the
requirements of the specifications and is capable of carrying out the work.
Tenders must be written in one of the official languages of the European Union. They must include
all the information and documents required by the Commission for the evaluation of tenders on the
basis of the exclusion, selection and award criteria, in accordance with these specifications, in the
absence of which the Commission may decide to exclude the tender from the award procedure for
the contract. For details, see item 4.4 “Structure of the tender”.

4.2

Who may participate in this invitation to tender

Participation in this invitation to tender (including each member of a group of economic operators if
applicable) is open on equal terms to all natural and legal persons coming within the scope of the
Treaties, as well as to international organisations.
For British tenderers:
Please be aware that after the UK's withdrawal from the EU, the rules of access to EU procurement
procedures of economic operators established in third countries will apply to candidates or tenderers
from the UK depending on the outcome of the negotiations. In case such access is not provided by
legal provisions in force candidates or tenderers from the UK could be rejected from the
procurement procedure.
It is also open to all natural and legal persons established in a third country which:
- has a special agreement with the European Union in the field of public procurement on the
conditions laid down in that agreement or,
- has ratified the plurilateral Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA) concluded within the
World Trade Organisation (WTO), under the terms of that Agreement.

9

OJ L 94, 28.03.2014, p. 65, see
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014L0024&from=EN
10

OJ L 94, 28.03.2014, p. 1, see
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014L0023&from=EN
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Economic operators can submit a tender either as a sole tenderer or as a group of tenderers. In either
case subcontracting is permitted.
In order to fulfil the selection criteria set out in Section 4.5.1.B the tenderer can rely on the
capacities of subcontractors or other entities.
The role of each entity involved in a tender (hereafter referred to as involved entity) must be clearly
specified: sole tenderer, member of a group or Group leader, subcontractor or an entity on whose
capacities the tenderer relies to fulfil the selection criteria11. This applies also where the involved
entities belong to the same economic group.
4.2.1 Joint tenders
A joint tender is a situation where a tender is submitted by a group (with or without legal form) of
economic operators (natural or legal persons) regardless of the link they have between them. The
group as a whole is considered a tenderer12. Joint tender may include subcontractors in addition to
the members of the group.
In case of joint tender, all members of the group assume joint and several liability towards the
Contracting Authority for the performance of the contract as a whole, i.e. both financial and
operational liability.
Group members in joint tenders may submit only one tender for a single contract.
Group members must appoint a Group leader and a single point of contact authorised to act on their
behalf in connection with the submission of the tender and all relevant questions, clarification
requests, notifications, etc., that may be received during the evaluation, award and until the contact
signature. The model power of attorney attached in Annex 4 is to be used.
The joint tender must clearly indicate the role and tasks of each member and of the Group leader who
will act as the Contracting Authority's contact point for the contract's administrative or financial
aspects and operational management. The Group leader will have full authority to bind the group and
each of its members during contract execution. If the joint tender is successful, the Contracting
Authority shall sign the contract with the Group leader, authorised by the other members to sign the
contract on their behalf via power of attorney drawn up in the model attached in Annex 4.
Changes in the composition of the group during the procurement procedure (after the submission
deadline and before contract signature) shall lead to rejection of the tender except in case of:


A merger or takeover of a member of the group (universal succession), provided that the new
entity has access to procurement (see Section Error! Reference source not found.) and is not in
an exclusion situation, or



Exclusion or rejection of a member by the Contracting Authority where the member has no
access to procurement, is in an exclusion situation or does not meet a relevant selection criterion.

In either case the selection criteria must be still fulfilled by the group and the terms of the originally
submitted tender may not be altered substantially, i.e. all the tasks assigned to the excluded/rejected
entity must be taken over by the group, the change must not make the tender non-compliant with the
Tender specifications, and the evaluation of award criteria of the originally submitted tender may not
be modified

11

Such an entity is not considered a subcontractor unless the entity is relied on to fulfill the technical and professional
selection criteria (see Section 4.2.3).
12

References to tenderer or tenderers in this document shall be understood as covering both sole tenderers and groups
of economic operators submitting a joint tender.
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The documents required and listed in the present specifications must be supplied by every member
of the grouping (see 4.4); the checklist in Annex 9 will help verifying the level of information to be
provided according to the role of each entity in the tender.
The Tender Report has to be signed by the joint tender leader (hand or electronic signature,
as explained in point 1.2 of the Annex 8 to Tender Specifications: e-Submission application
guide).
4.2.2 Subcontracting
Subcontracting is the situation where the contractor enters into legal commitments with other
economic operators which will perform part of the contract on its behalf. The contractor retains full
liability towards the Contracting Authority for performance of the contract as a whole.
The following shall not be considered subcontracting:
a)

Use of workers posted to the contractor by another company owned by the same group and
established in a Member State (“intra-group posting” as defined by Article 1, 3, (b) of
Directive 96/71/EC concerning the posting of workers in the framework of the provision of
services).

b)

Use of workers hired out to the contractor by a temporary employment undertaking or
placement agency established in a Member State (“hiring out of workers” as defined by
Article 1, 3, (c) of Directive 96/71/EC concerning the posting of workers in the framework of
the provision of services).

c)

Use of workers temporarily transferred to the contractor from an undertaking established
outside the territory of a Member State and that belongs to the same group (“intra-corporate
transfer” as defined by Article 3, (b) of Directive 2014/66/EU on the conditions of entry and
residence of third-country nationals in the framework of an intra-corporate transfer) .

d)

Use of staff without employment contract (“self-employed persons working for the
contractor”) to perform substantially the same tasks as the staff with employment contract
(“employees”), without the tasks of the self-employed persons being particular well-defined
parts of the contract.

e)

Use of suppliers and/or transporters by the contractor, in order to perform the contract at the
place of performance, unless the economic activities of the suppliers and/or the transporting
services are within the subject of this call for tender (see Section 1.2).

f)

Performance of part of the contract by members of an EEIG (European Economic Interest
Grouping), when the EEIG is itself a contractor or a group member.

The persons mentioned in points a), b), c) and d) above will be considered as “personnel” of the
contractor as defined in the contract.
All contractual tasks may be subcontracted unless the Technical specifications expressly reserve the
execution of certain critical tasks to the sole tenderer itself, or in case of a joint tender, to a member
of the group.
By filling in the form available in Annex 2, tenderers are required to give an indication of the
proportion of the contract that they intend to subcontract, as well as to identify and describe
briefly the envisaged contractual roles/tasks of subcontractors.
Tenderers are required to identify all subcontractors.
Any subcontractor must provide the tenderer with a commitment letter drawn up in the model
attached in Annex 3.1 and signed by its authorised representative
Changes concerning subcontractors identified in the tender (withdrawal/replacement of a
subcontractor, additional subcontracting) during the procurement procedure (after the submission
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deadline and before contract signature) require the prior written approval of the Contracting
Authority subject to the following verifications:


Any new subcontractor is not in an exclusion situation;



The tenderer still fulfils the selection criteria and the new subcontractor fulfils the selection
criteria applicable to it individually, if any;



The terms of the originally submitted tender are not altered substantially, i.e. all the tasks
assigned to the former subcontractor are taken over by another involved entity, the change
does not make the tender non-compliant with the Tender specifications, and the evaluation of
award criteria of the originally submitted tender is not modified.

Subcontracting to subcontractors identified in a tender that was accepted by the Contracting
Authority and resulted in a signed contract, is considered authorised.
If certain tasks provided for in the contract are entrusted to subcontractors, the Contractor shall
remain bound by its contractual obligations to the Commission under the Contract and shall be
solely responsible for the performance of the contract (see Article II. 10 of the draft contract in
Annex 7).
See Section 4, item 4.4 to check which information must be provided in case of group of economic
operators and subcontracting.
4.2.3 Entities on whose capacities the tenderer relies to fulfil the selection criteria
In order to fulfil the selection criteria a tenderer may also rely on the capacities of other entities,
regardless of the legal nature of the links it has with them. It must in that case prove that it will have
at its disposal the resources necessary for the performance of the contract by producing a
commitment letter in the model attached in Annex 3.2, signed by the authorised representative of
such an entity, and the supporting evidence that those other entities have the respective resources.
If the contract is awarded to a tenderer intending to rely on another entity to meet the minimum
levels of economic and financial capacity, the Contracting Authority may require the entity to sign
the contract or, alternatively, to provide a joint and several first-call financial guarantee for the
performance of the contract.
With regard to technical and professional selection criteria, a tenderer may only rely on the
capacities of other entities where the latter will perform the works or services for which these
capacities are required (i.e. the latter will assume the role of subcontractors).
 Relying on the capacities of other entities is only necessary when the capacity of the tenderer is
not sufficient to fulfil the required minimum levels of capacity. Abstract commitments that other
entities will put resources at the disposal of the tenderer will be disregarded.

4.3

How to send a tender

4.3.1 General Information
If you are interested in this contract, you should submit a tender (see structure below described in
item 4.4) for each lot concerned.
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Tenders must be submitted exclusively via the electronic submission system (e-Submission)
available from the below website13. Tenders submitted in any other way (e.g. e-mail or by letter)
will be disregarded.
(https://etendering.ted.europa.eu/cft/cft-display.html?cftId=4856)
In order to submit a tender using e-Submission, tenderers (each member of the group in the case of a
joint tender) will need to register in the European Commission's Funding & tender opportunities
(Select “How to participate / Participant Register” from the menu bar) - an online register of
organisations participating in EU calls for tenders or proposals. On registering each organisation
obtains a Participant Identification Code (PIC, 9-digit number) which acts as its unique identifier in
the above register. Instructions on how to create a PIC can be found in the PIC-management Quick
Guide for Economic Operators.
Tenderers already registered in the Participant Register shall reuse their existing PICs when
preparing tenders in e-Submission.
The time-limit for receipt of tenders is indicated under Heading IV.2.2 of the contract notice where
local time shall be understood as Luxembourg time (i.e. local time at the Contracting Authority's
location).
A tender received after the time-limit for receipt of tenders will be rejected. The tender reception
confirmation provided by e-Submission with the official date and time of receipt of the tender
(timestamp) constitutes proof of compliance with the time-limit for receipt of tenders.
Details on the electronic submission system are provided in section: Annexes of the procurement
documents (Annex 8 e-Submission application guide). In order to help tenderers presenting a
tender, a checklist of the documents to be submitted in the e-Submission application is provided in
Annex 9.
All costs incurred for the preparation and submission of tenders are to be borne by the tenderers and
will not be reimbursed.
4.3.2 Date and place of opening of the tenders
Tenders will be opened in public at the following address:
Eurostat
Joseph Bech Building
rue Alphonse Weicker, 5
L-2721 Luxembourg (Kirchberg)
The exact date, time and meeting room of the opening session are indicated under Heading IV.2.7 of
the contract notice.
A maximum of two representatives per tender may attend the opening session. For organisational
and security reasons the request to attend must comply with the following:
it must contain the full name, date of birth, nationality and ID or passport number of the
representative(s)14

13

For detailed instructions on how to submit a tender please consult Annex 8 (e-Submission application guide) in
Annexes of the procurement documents and the e-Submission Quick Guide available at:
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/esubmission/assets/documents/manual/quickGuide_en.pdf. In case of technical problems,
please contact the e-Submission Helpdesk (see contact details in the Quick Guide) as soon as possible.
14

This data is necessary to ensure access to Commission buildings. Details concerning the processing of personal data
for visitors to the European Commission are available in the privacy statement at: https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/dataprotection-notice-visitors-european-commission_en
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-

it must be signed by an authorised officer of the tenderer
it must be sent by e-mail at least two working days in advance to: ESTAT-FINANCIALCELL-DIR-C-D@ec.europa.eu

The representative(s) will be required to present the tender reception confirmation generated by eSubmission and to sign an attendance sheet. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to refuse
access to its premises if the above information or the tender reception confirmation are not provided
as required.
The economic operators who submitted a tender and whose representative was not present at the
opening meeting may send an information request to ESTAT-FINANCIAL-CELL-DIR-CD@ec.europa.eu. They will be informed per e-mail if their tender was admissible as well as of the
identity of the other tenderers.
4.3.3 Contact with Eurostat
In principle, no contact is permitted between the Commission and the tenderer during the procedure.
However, contact may exceptionally be permitted before the final date for the receipt of tenders:
-

On the tenderers’ initiative: in order (and only then) to clarify the nature of the contract.
Any request for additional information must be made in writing only through the above TED
e-Tendering website in the "Questions & answers" tab, by clicking "Create a question"
(registration on TED e-Tendering is required to be able to create and submit a question).
(https://etendering.ted.europa.eu/cft/cft-display.html?cftId=4856)
 The Contracting Authority is not bound to reply to requests for additional information
made less than six working days before the deadline for receipt of tenders. Provided it has
been requested in good time, such additional information will be supplied simultaneously
to all economic operators through the e-Tendering website
(https://etendering.ted.europa.eu/cft/cft-display.html?cftId=4856) no later than six days
before the deadline for the receipt of tenders.

The website will be updated regularly and it is your responsibility to check for updates and
modifications during the submission period.
-

On the initiative of the Contracting Authority: in order to inform all interested parties of
the existence of an error, a lack of precision, an omission or any other type of defect in the
documents relating to the invitation to tender by supplying information on the e-Tendering
website address:
(https://etendering.ted.europa.eu/cft/cft-display.html?cftId=4856)

After the tenders have been opened, contact may be permitted only on the initiative of the
Contracting Authority, where some clarification is required in connection with a tender, or if
obvious clerical errors in the tender must be corrected, provided this does not lead to substantial
changes to the terms of the submitted tender.
In any event, such contact must not lead to any amendment of the terms of the tender.
In exceptional case (unavailability of e-Tendering, other reason…), and under the conditions
described above, further information can be obtained by sending an e-mail or letter to:
ESTAT FINANCIAL CELL DIR C-D
Eurostat
Office BECH E4/820
European Commission
L-2920 Luxembourg
E-mail: estat-financial-cell-dir-c-d@ec.europa.eu
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4.3.4 Period of validity of the tender
Tenders must be firm and not be subject to revision for the duration of the work. The tender must
remain valid for a period as indicated under point IV.2.6 of the contract notice following the closing
date for receipt of the tenders. Where the initial contract is stated to be renewable, the tender will
remain valid for such renewals. Upon renewals of contracts, the Commission reserves the right to
request updated forms for exclusion and selection criteria (see item 4.4 below). The contract(s) will
be signed within the validity period, during which the tenderer must continue to meet all the
requirements set in the exclusion, selection and award criteria. If the situation concerning these
requirements has been altered in the period that has elapsed since the tender in question was
submitted, any changes must be reported immediately and at the tenderer’s own initiative to the
Commission.

4.4

Structure of the tender

Following the structure of the e-Submission application, all tenders must include the following sections:
(1) Parties – information about the parties participating in the procurement procedure, which covers the
following items:
a)

Identification and information on the composition of the tenderer (section 4.4.1);

b)

Information regarding the exclusion and selection criteria (4.4.2 and 4.4.3).

(2) Tender data – you will need to provide the technical tender and the financial tender (financial
proposal). (section 4.4.4 and 4.4.5)
(3) Tender report – you will need to provide the signed tender report (4.4.6)

Section in Tender Specifications
Where to insert in e-Submission
Section 4.4.1 Parties: identification of "Parties"  "Identification of the Tenderer"  "[Party
the tenderer:
Name]"  tab ‘Attachments’- 'Other documents'.
"Parties"  "Identification of the Tenderer" "[Party
Name] Required field "Declaration on honour"
Section 4.4.2 Parties: identification of "Parties"  "Identification of the Tenderer"  "[Party
the tenderer relating to the exclusion Name]"  tab ‘Attachments’- Exclusion criteria
criteria.
declaration on honour
Section 4.4.3 Parties: identification of "Parties"  "Identification of the Tenderer"  "[Party
the tenderer: Evidence relating to the Name]"  tab ‘Attachments’- Technical and
selection criteria
professional capacity"
"Parties"  "Identification of the Tenderer"  "[Party
Name]"  tab ‘Attachments’- Economic and financial
capacity" (no evidence to be provided at the stage of
submission)
Section 4.4.4 Technical Tender – "Tender data"  "Add your tender data – Technical
Addressing technical specifications tender [name of Call for Tender/ Lot name]"
and award criteria
Section 4.4.5: Financial Tender
" Tender data"  "Add your tender data – Financial
tender [name of Call for Tender/ Lot name]"
Section 4.4.6: Tender Report
" Tender report"  "Add your signed tender report"
The tender must include all the requested information and be perfectly legible so that there can be
no doubt as to words and figures.
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The technical tender with page numbering must cover all aspects and tasks required in the technical
specifications and provide all the information needed to apply the award criteria.
The tender must include a cover letter signed by an authorised representative, presenting the name
of the tenderer (including all entities in case of joint tender) and identified subcontractors if
applicable, and the name of the single contact point (leader) in relation to this procedure.
Tenders shall include the information and documents requested by the Commission in order to
assess the tender. In order to help tenderers presenting a complete tender, a checklist of the
documents to be submitted is provided in Annex 9. This checklist does not need to be included in
the tender, but it is encouraged to use it in order to ease the assessment of the tenders
The Commission reserves the right to request any other additional information in relation to the
tender submitted, for evaluation or verification purposes within a time-limit mentioned in its
request.
4.4.1 Section One: Parties: identification of the tenderer
Tenderers may choose between presenting a joint tender (see 4.2) and introducing a tender as a
sole economic operator, in both cases with the possibility of having one or several subcontractors
(see 4.2).
Whichever type of tender is chosen, the tender shall stipulate the legal status and role of each legal
entity in the tender proposed and the monitoring arrangements that exist between them and, failing
this, the arrangement they foresee to establish if they are awarded the contract.
In the e-Submission application, tab "Ways to submit", the tenderers should indicate the
organization type (sole tenderer, joint tender involving subcontractors), fill out the required
information and additional fields (Identification info, Registration info, ….), according to the type
of tender. The information has to be completed for all entities participating in the tender, including
subcontractor(s).


Forms

The following forms (see below the different cases) shall be duly filled in and signed by a
representative of the economic operator authorised to sign contracts with third parties.
These forms must be uploaded under "Parties"  "Identification of the Tenderer"  "[Party
Name]"  tab ‘Attachments’- Legal and regulatory capacity
Case 1: Submission by one tenderer


The completed "Administrative information form" (Annex 1) accompanied by a legible copy
of the notice of appointment of the persons authorised to represent the tenderer in
dealings with third parties and in legal proceedings, or a copy of the publication of such
appointment if the legislation which applies to the legal entity concerned requires such
publication. If they are necessary in order to show the authorisation to represent the tenderer,
the instrument of incorporation or constitution of the legal entity and/or a copy of the statutes
have to be submitted. If the person(s) signing the tender or the person designated to sign the
contract is/are entitled to represent the economic operator by a power of attorney from the
abovementioned authorised persons, the power of attorney must also be submitted;



The “Questionnaire for joint tenders and/or subcontracting” (Annex 2) signed by a legal
representative of the tenderer.

Case 2: Submission of joint tender


For each entity involved (all members of the group of economic operators including the lead
partner): the completed "Administrative information form" (Annex 1) accompanied by a
legible copy of the notice of appointment of the persons authorised to represent the group
member/leader in dealings with third parties and in legal proceedings, or a copy of the
publication of such appointment if the legislation which applies to the legal entity concerned
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requires such publication. If they are necessary in order to show the authorisation to represent
the group member/leader, the instrument of incorporation or constitution of the legal entity
and/or a copy of the statutes have to be submitted;


The “Questionnaire for joint tenders and/or subcontracting” (Annex 2) signed by a legal
representative of the lead partner;



For each member of the group of economic operators, except the lead partner: the “Power of
attorney (Annex 4) signed by a legal representative of the member.

Case 3: Submission with subcontractor(s) and/or other entities


In addition to the documents requested under Case 1 or 2, a “Commitment letter by a
subcontractor” (Annex 3.1) and/or a “Commitment letter by an entity on whose capacities are
being relied (Annex 3.2), signed by an authorised representative of the subcontractor/entity.



Evidence

In the course of the procedure the Research Executive Agency Validation Services (hereafter the EU
Validation Services) may contact tenderers via the Participant Register and ask for evidence with
respect to their legal existence. The requests will be made through the register's messaging system
to the e-mail address of the participant's contact person indicated in the register. It is the
responsibility of the participant to provide a valid e-mail address and to check it regularly.
Please note that a request for such supporting documents in no way implies that the tenderer has
been successful.
Therefore, the documents listed below shall not be submitted with the tender in eSubmission but
may be requested by EU Validation Services at a later stage:
For the purpose of the LEAR (Legal Entity Appointed Representative) appointment:


LEAR appointment letter — completed, dated and signed (handwritten blue-ink original
signature) by the legal representative and the LEAR



Declaration of Consent to the Participant Portal Terms & Conditions — completed, dated and
signed (handwritten blue-ink original signature) by the legal representative of the organisation



Copy of the official, valid proof of identity for the legal representative (identity document
issued by the national authority containing the photo and signature of the holder, i.e. ID card,
passport or driving license)



Copy of the official, valid proof of identity for the LEAR (identity document issued by the
national authority containing the photo and signature of the holder, i.e. ID card, passport or
driving licence) and



Valid official document to demonstrate that the legal representative has the authority to
engage the organisation in its entirety.

For the purposes of the legal validation of the entities:


Signed legal entity identification form15 :
- Natural Person
- Private Law Body
- Public Law Body

15

Available here: http://ec.europa.eu/budget/contracts_grants/info_contracts/legal_entities/legal_entities_en.cfm
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Official VAT document or — if the entity is not registered for VAT — the proof of VAT
exemption, not older than 6 months.



Signed Financial Identification Form16,



and the following additional documents, where relevant:

16

Available here: http://ec.europa.eu/budget/contracts_grants/info_contracts/financial_id/financial-id_en.cfm
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Further information on the documents that may be requested by the EU Validation Services is
available in the EU Grants and Tenders Rules on Legal Entity Validation, LEAR appointment and
Financial Capacity assessment
4.4.2 Section Two: Exclusion criteria
Article 136 of the Financial Regulation17 defines situations when the tenderers shall be excluded
from participating in procurement procedures.


Form

The tenderer(s) including each partner in case of joint tender and each subcontractor18 must provide
the "Declaration on honour on exclusion criteria and selection criteria" (Annex 5) attesting that they
are not in one of the exclusion situations detailed in the Declaration on honour.
The declaration(s) shall be signed by an authorised representative either with advanced electronic
signature based on qualified certificates or by scanning and uploading a hand signed copy.
The declaration(s) must be uploaded under ‘"Parties"  "Identification of the Tenderer"  "[Party
Name]"  tab ‘Attachments’- Exclusion criteria.
When the declaration(s) on honour and/or the tender report are signed by hand, a scanned
copy must be attached to the tender in e-Submission. The hand-signed originals must be sent
by letter at the latest on the first working day following the electronic submission of tender.
Only the originals of the declaration on honour and the tender report are to be sent by letter,
not other documents
The documents which were signed with an advanced electronic signature based on qualified
certificates are not required to be sent by post.
(Details on the electronic submission system are provided in Annex 8 "e-Submission application
guide" point 1.2).


Evidence

The evidence shall not be submitted with the tender in eSubmission but may be requested by the
Contracting Authority at a later stage.
Only upon request of the Contracting Authority, and for contracts with a value higher than EUR
144.000, the successful tenderer must provide the documents mentioned as supporting evidence in
the declaration on honour (Annex 5) before signature of the contract and within a deadline given by
the Contracting Authority. This requirement applies to each single tenderer, to the leader and each
member of the group in case of joint tender and to subcontractors whose capacity is necessary to
fulfil the selection criteria and/or whose share of the tasks to be executed represent more than 15%
of the value of the contract. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to require these documents
for the other subcontractors.
The Contracting Authority may waive the obligation of a tenderer to submit the documentary
evidence referred to Annex 5 in the following cases:
(a) the candidate is an international organisation or;
(b) such evidence has already been submitted for the purposes of another procurement procedure
provided that the documents are not more than one year old starting from their issuing date and that
they are still valid. In such a case, the tenderer shall declare on his honour that the documentary
17

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2018:193:TOC

18

The Contracting Authority shall require that a tenderer replaces a subcontractor or an entity on whose capacity the
tenderer intends to rely in case the subcontractor or entity is in an exclusion situation.
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evidence has already been provided in a previous procurement procedure and confirm that no
changes in his situation have occurred.
4.4.3 Section Three: Selection criteria
Tenderers must prove their legal, regulatory, economic, financial, technical and professional
capacity to carry out the work subject to this procurement procedure.
The tenderer may rely on the capacities of other entities, regardless of the legal nature of the links
which it has with them. It must in that case prove to the Contracting Authority that it will have at its
disposal the resources necessary for performance of the contract, for example by producing an
undertaking on the part of those entities to place those resources at its disposal (see Annex 2).
The tender must include the proportion of the contract that the tenderer intends to subcontract (see
Annex 2).
The tenderer (and each member of the group of economic operators in case of joint tender) must
declare whether it is a Small or Medium Size Enterprise in accordance with Commission
Recommendation 2003/361/EC. This information is used for statistical purposes only (See
Annex 1).


Form

The tenderers (and each member of the group of economic operators in case of joint tender) and
subcontractors whose capacity is necessary to fulfil the selection criteria must provide the
declaration on honour (see Annex 5), signed and dated by an authorised representative, stating that
they fulfil the selection criteria applicable to them.
In case of joint tender or subcontracting, the criteria applicable to the tenderer as a whole will be
verified by combining the various declarations for a consolidated assessment.
This declaration is part of the declaration used for exclusion criteria (see section 4.4.2) so only one
declaration covering both aspects should be provided by each concerned entity.


Evidence

Tenderers will be required to provide the evidence mentioned below
-

In e-Submission, together with the tender for the evidence relating to technical and
professional capacity (see below 4.4.3b)

-

At a later stage and only upon request by EU Validation Services for the evidence relating to
economic and financial capacity (see below 4.4.3a).

This requirement applies to each member of the group in case of joint tender and to subcontractors
whose capacity is necessary to fulfil the selection criteria
a- Economic and financial capacity:
In the course of the procedure the Research Executive Agency Validation Services (hereafter the EU
Validation Services) may contact tenderers via the Participant Register and ask for evidence with
respect to the economic and financial capacity of the organisation. The requests will be made
through the register's messaging system to the e-mail address of the participant's contact person
indicated in the register. It is the responsibility of the participant to provide a valid e-mail address
and to check it regularly
Please note that a request for supporting documents in no way implies that the tenderer has been
successful.
Therefore the documents listed below shall not be submitted with the tender in eSubmission but
may be requested by EU Validation Services at a later stage.
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The following financial supporting documents covering 2 consecutive years:

Further information on the documents that may be requested by the EU Validation Services is
available in the EU Grants and Tenders Rules on Legal Entity Validation, LEAR appointment and
Financial Capacity assessment.
In case of joint tender, each partner must provide these documents.
The Contracting Authority reserves the right to ask these documents for the declared subcontractors.
If, for some exceptional reason which the Contracting Authority considers justified, a tenderer is
unable to provide one or other of the above documents, it may prove its economic and financial
capacity by any other document which the Contracting Authority considers appropriate. In any case,
the Contracting Authority must at least be notified of the exceptional reason and its justification.
The Commission reserves the right to request any other document enabling it to verify the tenderer's
economic and financial capacity.
b- Technical and professional capacity:
The following documents must be provided by the tenderer(s), together with the tender, as an
evidence of the educational and professional qualifications:


CVs of all personnel to be involved directly in performing the contract (including those
working for any subcontractors) indicating educational and professional qualifications and
experiences in areas relevant to the subject of this tender.
In the CV the language competence must be mentioned, bearing in mind that the main
working languages in the Commission are English, French and German.
Tenderers must indicate whether or not the proposed staffs are currently working for the
tenderer on the date of submission of the tender. The tender will clearly indicate if the
proposed expert is an employee or not of the tenderer. If the proposed expert is not an
employee, he/she will be considered as a subcontractor. Any person who is engaged on
26/35

another project, where the input from his/her position in that contract will not have ended
before the expected start of his/her activities under this contract, and where this commitment
restricts his/her intended role under this contract must not be proposed for this contract.


A list of the principal services provided in the past three years, with the amounts, dates and
recipients (public or private) and any relevant evidence proving the requirements of the
selection criteria (refer to section 4.5.1 b).

The above annexes shall be uploaded under "‘"Parties"  "Identification of the Tenderer"  "[Party
Name]"  tab ‘Attachments’- Technical and professional capacity"

4.4.4 Section Four: Technical tender
The technical tender needs to be uploaded in the section "Tender data"  "Add your tender data –
Technical tender [name of Call for Tender/ Lot name]"" in the e-Submission application.
The tenderer must select the "Technical Tender" from the dropdown box ("Financial Tender or
Technical Tender"). The e-Submission application allows attachment of as many documents as
necessary.
The technical tender is the core of the tender and it is essential that it conforms perfectly to all
requirements listed in the technical specifications.
Tenders must be clear and concise. Since tenderers will be judged on the content of their written
tenders, the tenders must clearly show how the tenderers are able to meet the requirements of the
specifications.
If it is intended to subcontract part of the service, this should be indicated and quantified (the
identity of and resources provided by the subcontractor).
The technical tender must cover all aspects and tasks required in the technical specifications and
provide all the information needed to apply the award criteria.
Tenders deviating from the requirements or not covering all minimum requirements described in
section 2 point 2.6 (Technical specifications) may be rejected on the basis of non-compliance with
the tender specifications and will not be evaluated.
The tender shall comply with applicable environmental, social and labour legislation established
under Union legislation, national legislation, collective agreements or the applicable international
social and environmental conventions listed in Annex X to Directive 2014/24/EU19.
The Commission applies the EMAS environmental management system (‘the EMAS system’)
provided for by Regulation (EC) No 1221/2009 of the European Parliament and the Council of 25
November 2009 on the voluntary participation by organisations in a Community eco-management
and audit scheme (EMAS), repealing Regulation (EC) No 761/2001 and Commission Decisions
2001/681/EC and 2006/193/EC (OJ L 342 of 22.12.2009, p. 1).
During the execution of the contract, the successful tenderer, group member(s) and/or any
subcontractor(s), if relevant, may be requested by the Contracting Authority to implement the
EMAS scheme, inter alia by providing information relating to the contract field required for the
drafting and updating of the documents provided for by Regulation No 1221/2009 and the periodic
evaluation of the system.

19

OJ L 94 of 28.03.2014, p. 65
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4.4.5 Section Five: Financial tender
A complete financial proposal (Annex 6), including the breakdown of the price as indicated in the
tender specifications needs to be uploaded in section "" Tender data"  "Add your tender data –
Financial tender [name of Call for Tender/ Lot name]"/ 'Lot name'>" in the e-Submission
application. The tenderer will need to select the "Financial Tender" from the dropdown box
("Financial Tender or Technical Tender").
The total price needs also to be encoded directly in the e-Submission application "" Tender data"
 "Add your tender data <'name of Call for Tender' / 'Lot name'>").
The compulsory reply form (Annex 6) must be used.
Prices must be expressed in euro.
Prices should be quoted free of all duties, taxes and other charges, i.e. also free of VAT, as the
European Commission is exempt from such charges pursuant to the provisions of Articles 3 and 4
of the Protocol on the Privileges and Immunities of the European Union (of 8 April 1965).
All costs associated with the completion of the work, including overheads such as infrastructure,
administration, costs and travel should be included in the overall fixed price in the financial
proposal (no reimbursable variable costs).
4.4.6 Section Six: Tender report
Tender report: Consolidation of tender documents
Once all information and documents have been encoded and uploaded in the e-Submission
application, and you consider that the tender is complete, the application requires to create the
tender report. This Tender Report will be generated by the e-Submission application.
It contains the list of documents that you submit. The sole tenderer’s or leader’s authorised
representative(s) must sign the report. The tender report shall be signed by an authorised
representative either with advanced electronic signature based on qualified certificates or by
scanning and uploading a hand-signed copy.
In case of hand-signed copy, you must send by post all the original documents that were signed
by hand immediately after the electronic submission of your Tender.
In case of a joint tender, the leader must collect all the original declarations signed by hand by the
members of the group and send them by post together with the Tender Report, if the latter was also
signed by hand. The original documents must be sent to the postal address indicated in the section 5
of Annex 8 "e-submission application guide", stating the reference to the call for tenders and the
Tender ID.
The documents which were signed with an advanced electronic signature based on qualified
certificates are not required to be sent by post.
When the declaration(s) on honour and/or the tender report are signed by hand, a scanned
copy must be attached to the tender in e-Submission. The hand-signed originals must be sent
by letter at the latest on the first working day following the electronic submission of tender.
Only the originals of the declaration on honour and the tender report are to be sent by letter,
not other documents
(Details on the electronic submission system are provided in Annex 8 "e-Submission application
guide" point 1.2).

4.5

Evaluation and award

The evaluation of the tender will consist on the following elements:


Verification of non-exclusion of tenderers on the basis of the exclusion criteria



Selection of tenderers on the basis of selection criteria
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Verification of compliance with the minimum requirements set out in these tender
specifications



Evaluation of tenders on the basis of the award criteria

The Contracting Authority will evaluate the abovementioned elements in the order that it considers
to be the most appropriate. If the evaluation of one or more elements demonstrates that there are
grounds for rejection, the tender will be rejected and will not be subjected to further full evaluation.
The unsuccessful tenderers will be informed of the ground for rejection without being given
feedback on the non-assessed content of their tenders. Only tenderer(s) for whom the verification of
all elements did not reveal grounds for rejection can be awarded the contract.
The criteria for choosing the contractor are divided in three categories: exclusion, selection and
award. Exclusion and selection criteria are related to the candidate or tenderer, whereas award
criteria are related to the tender. Exclusion and selection criteria are verified on a pass/fail basis.
The evaluation will be based on the information and evidence contained in the tenders and, if
applicable, on additional information and evidence provided at the request of the Contracting
Authority during the procedure. If any of the declarations or information provided proves to be false,
the Contracting Authority may impose administrative sanctions (exclusion or financial penalties) on
the entity providing the false declarations/information.
The Contracting Authority may reject abnormally low tenders, in particular if established that the
tenderer or a subcontractor does not comply with applicable obligations in the fields of
environmental, social and labour law.
The Contracting Authority will inform candidates and tenderers, simultaneously and individually,
by electronic means of decisions reached concerning the outcome of the procedure as soon as
possible:
- After the opening phase for tenders received after the deadline;
- After the award decision, specifying in each case the grounds for the decision.
The information of the successful tenderer does not imply any commitment on the part of the
Contracting Authority.
4.5.1 Exclusion and selection of tenderers
The assessment of tenderers will take place in 2 stages:
A- Exclusion of tenderers
Article 136 of the Financial Regulation20 defines situations when the tenderers shall be excluded
from participating in procurement procedures (see Annex 5).
As indicated in point 4.4.2, the tenderer(s) including each partner in case of joint tender and each
subcontractor must provide the "Declaration on honour on exclusion criteria and selection criteria"
(Annex 5) attesting that they are not in one of the exclusion situations detailed in the Declaration on
honour.
B- Selection criteria
Tenderers must prove their legal, regulatory, economic, financial, technical and professional
capacity to carry out the work subject to this procurement procedure.

20

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2018:193:TOC
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Tenderers will be selected if they have the economic and financial capacity as well as the technical
and professional capacity to perform the tasks required in this call for tender.
The Contracting Authority will evaluate selection criteria (legal, regulatory, financial and economic)
on the basis of the declarations on honour. Nevertheless, it reserves the right to require evidence of
the legal and regulatory, financial and economic capacity of the tenderers at any time during the
procurement procedure (see 4.4.1 and 4.4.3a).


Legal and regulatory capacity

Tenderers must be allowed to pursue the professional activity necessary to carry out the work
subject to this call for tenders. The tenderer (including each member of the group in case of joint
tender) must provide the requested information (See 4.4.1).


Economic and financial capacity criteria

The tenderer must have the necessary economic and financial capacity to perform this contract until
its end. In order to prove their capacity, the tenderer must comply with the following selection
criteria :
The economic and financial capacity of the tenderer will be assessed on the basis of the last
annual turnover which has to be at least two times the annual value of the contract to be awarded
(equal to the annual value of the financial tender submitted).
In the case of joint tender (group of economic operators) or subcontracting, this turnover criteria
shall be assessed in relation to the combined turnover of all the parties involved in the tender.
Tenderers will be required to provide the evidence mentioned above (see 4.4.3 a) only upon request.
This requirement applies to each member of the group in case of joint tender and to subcontractors
whose capacity is necessary to fulfil the selection criteria
All the requirements have to be fulfilled at the deadline for the submission of the tender


Technical and professional capacity criteria

The technical and professional capacity of tenderer(s) will be assessed from the qualifications of
the staff/experts proposed, the principal services provided in the past three years and, if any, the
specific requirements mentioned in the tender specifications. In the case of joint tender (group of
economic operators) or subcontracting, the technical and professional capacity shall be assessed in
relation to the combined capacity of all the parties involved in the tender.
The tenderer must meet the following criteria.
Criteria relating to the tenderer:
Criterion
Minimum requirement
Documentary evidence

Experience in the field of public sector financial
accounting21
At least one project delivered in this field in the last
three years, with a minimum value of € 100,000.
List of projects

21

Experience is being sought in the field of public sector financial accounting aiming at provision of information on
financial position and performance of public sector entities based on public sector financial accounting standards, such
as IPSAS. Public sector financial accounting should be distinguished from macroeconomic statistics produced under
national accounting rules, such as ESA 2010.
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Criterion
Minimum requirement
Documentary evidence

Experience in the field of impact assessments
At least one project delivered in this field in the last
three years, with a minimum value of € 50,000.
List of projects

Criteria relating to the team delivering the service
Criterion
Minimum requirement

Documentary evidence

Criterion
Minimum requirement

Documentary evidence

Criterion
Minimum requirement

Documentary evidence

Educational and professional Qualification
At least one team member must have five years'
experience of working with public sector accounting
standards (e.g.: IPSAS) and/or IFRSs.
CVs of staff members provide evidence for:
1. Participation in public sector accounting reforms
as an expert, advisor or consultant,
and/ or
2. Publication as author or co/author of two or more
articles or other literature on accounting standards
and/or reforms,
and/ or
3. Other equivalent involvement in high level
discussions on public sector accounting reforms
and/or accounting standards such as active
participation in conferences or other high level
platforms.
Educational and professional Qualification
At least one of the experts proposed by the tenderer
must have experience of at least two years in the
field of the impact assessments of EU policy22.
CVs of team members provide evidence for
participation in at least one impact assessment
project as an expert, advisor or consultant.
Language capabilities
Team members assigned to produce written or oral
output must have knowledge of English at least
equivalent to the level C1 of the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages.
CVs of staff members

The assessment will be based on the tender and on tenderers’ answers in the compulsory reply
forms.
Tenderers who wish to be taken into consideration must submit all the necessary supporting
documents (as indicated in section 4.4.3b) and must use the forms provided in the annexes to this
document.
22

Experience is being sought in the field of impact assessments (e.g. in the context of the Commission's better regulation agenda),
which examine whether there is a need for EU action and analyse the possible impacts of available solutions.
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Tenderers will be required to provide the evidence mentioned above (see 4.4.3 b) together with the
tender. This requirement applies to each member of the group in case of joint tender and to
subcontractors whose capacity is necessary to fulfil the selection criteria
Incomplete tenders may be rejected. However, the Commission may request the submission of
missing formal documents by electronic mail (normally to be submitted within 24 hours after the
request).
In addition, the Commission reserves the right to use any other information from public or
specialist sources.
All the requirements have to be fulfilled at the deadline for the submission of the tender
4.5.2 Compliance with minimum requirements
Before proceeding to the evaluation of the award criteria, the evaluation committee will assess the
compliance of the tender with the minimum requirements contained in section 2 point 2.6 of the
present tender specifications.
Furthermore, the tender shall comply with applicable environmental, social and labour legislation
established under Union legislation, national legislation, collective agreements or the applicable
international social and environmental conventions listed in Annex X to Directive 2014/24/EU23.
Tenders deviating from the requirements defined in the tender specifications or not covering all
requirements may be excluded on the basis of non-conformity with the tender specifications and
will not be evaluated
4.5.3 Award of the contract
A- Evaluation of the technical quality of the tender
The evaluation (award) criteria will be assessed in relation to the tender as a whole.
The technical tender (including any subcontracted parts) must be sufficiently detailed to enable the
tender to be assessed on the basis of all award criteria mentioned below. It should meet the technical
specifications and address all matters laid down therein. The tender should provide all the
information required to award the contract, including a description of the intended team structure
and the respective role of each team member and (where applicable) models, examples and
technical solutions to problems raised in the specifications.
Merely repeating the mandatory requirements set out in these specifications without going into
detail or adding any value will result in a very low score. The degree to which the criteria are met
will be measured by a points score for each criterion. The relative importance of criteria for the
overall score is indicated by the weighting of the award criteria.
Before its dispatch, please check that your tender is well documented according to the award
criteria.

23

OJ L 94 of 28.03.2014, p. 65
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The technical quality of the tender will be assessed on the basis of the following criteria:
1.

Technical approach and methodology (45 points)

This criterion will help assess to which extent the practical implementation and methodology
proposed for the project demonstrate efficiency and effectiveness and will be a key success factor
for the project and its successful and timely completion.
The technical approach and methodology will be assessed on:





2.

The extent to which any particularities that are mentioned in the specific project/lot have
been considered.
The practical implementation proposed for the project, for all tasks and expected results to
be carried out and how it demonstrates a thorough analysis of all the involved aspects/issues.
Description of the work and the clarity of practical application on how to achieve the
project's goals and outputs considering, if possible, examples to demonstrate its successful
completion.
Presentation and description of expected and tangible results to be attained.
Description of the project management methodology which will be applied to plan,
monitor and control the execution of activities.
Work plan and timetable - overall planning (15 points)

This criterion will help assess the relevance and quality of the overall planning, of the proposed
work plan and of the corresponding dedicated resource and how the project will meet the proposed
deadline(s).
The work plan and timetable will be assessed on:
 Detailed work plan and timetable to demonstrate that the project is achievable by the proposed
deadline.
 Suitability between the work plan and the intended completion schedule.
 Clear work packages and divided responsibilities and work time amongst team members.
 Detailed implementation of the work plan to demonstrate successful achievement of the
expected results, including rapid start-up, milestones and a realistic timeline taking into
account the necessary time to involve expected participants and associated stakeholders and
to submit reports on time.
 Work plan making specific reference to mobilisation of the experts/team, appropriate
evaluation points, submission of reports and documents, specific meetings and milestones.
3.

Management arrangements - Organization of the work and resources (20 points)

This criterion will help assess the organisation of work, covering both implementation of the
contract and how the Contractor will provide support for the management and administration of
the contract and contact(s) with Commission services.
The management arrangements - Organization of the work and resources will be assessed on:
 Description of the proposed team (number / profiles) with their role and responsibilities and
of the different economic operators (in case of joint tender, including subcontractor if
applicable) distributed for each task and work package. Balance between profiles and
breakdown of the tasks (which profile is going to do which task and how much time will
be devoted to each task per profile).
 Description of how each of the proposed experts will be assigned to the various elements of
the work.
 Level of details provided on the allocation of time and human resources to the project and
each task or deliverables and the rationale behind the choice of the proposed allocation.
 Suitability of the proposed organization for achieving the desired objectives of the project.
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 Description given by the tenderer of the part of the project that he/she is able to implement
autonomously.
 Estimate of how much and what kind of Eurostat involvement would be needed to ensure
successful delivery and how cooperation with the Commission will be managed in
practice.
 Description of the control the tenderer will exercise over those working on the project and
how it will be a success factor for the project.
 Business continuity measures in case staff assigned to the project leave. A description of the
back-up system to cover absences of key profiles (project manager, senior expert..)
 Detailed needs and justification for specific technical resources (software, informatics,
resources, logistic, etc.).
4.

Quality arrangements - Quality control measure(20 points)

This criterion will help assess the overall quality control system of the tenderer and how this will fit
Eurostat requirements and help deliver the project in a quality and timely manner.
The quality arrangements - Quality control measure will be assessed on:
 Detailed quality control system applied to the service(s) foreseen in the tender specification.
 Detailed quality control over the expected deliverables.
 Internal control measures adopted to ensure continuity of the service in case of absence of a
member of the team.
B- Method of selecting the economically most advantageous tender
Only tenderers whose tender has scored 50 % for each criterion and minimum 50 points in total or
more on the technical evaluation according to the criteria and points set out under item 4.5.3.a may
participate in the evaluation of the financial proposal. The contract will be awarded to the
economically most advantageous tender, ie the tender tendering the best price-quality ratio on the
basis of the following method:

 P min

R
*100  * 0.30  Q * 0.70
 P


where:

R
Q
Pmin
P

Price-quality ratio
Total quality score (out of 100) of tender in question
Cheapest price
Price of tender in question

The tender ranked first after applying the formula will be awarded the contract.
C- Notification of tenderers of decisions taken by the Contracting Authority
You will be informed of the outcome of this procurement procedure by e-mail only. It is your
responsibility to provide a valid e-mail address together with your contact details in your tender
(Annex 1) and to check this e-mail address regularly.
Eurostat will notify the successful tenderer of the award decision. This notification does not
constitute a commitment on the part of Eurostat.
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Simultaneously and individually, the Contracting Authority will inform all unsuccessful tenderers,
by electronic means, that their application or tender has not been accepted, specifying in each case
the reasons why the tender or application has not been accepted.
Unsuccessful tenderers may request additional information about the reasons for their rejection in
writing by mail or email, and all tenderers who have put in an admissible tender (i.e. one that meets
the exclusion and selection criteria) may obtain information about the characteristics and relative
merits of the tender accepted and the name of the successful tenderer.
However, certain details need not be disclosed where disclosure would hinder application of the
law, would be contrary to the public interest or would harm the legitimate business interests of
public or private undertakings or could distort fair competition between those undertakings.
The Contracting Authority must reply within fifteen calendar days from receipt of the request.
The Contracting Authority may not sign the contract with the successful tenderer until 10 calendar
days (“standstill period”). That period shall run from the day after the simultaneous dispatch of the
notifications to successful and unsuccessful tenderers. However, if due to technical reasons the
dispatch is made on paper, the standstill period is 15 days.
If only one tender has been received, there will not be a standstill period for signing the contract.
If necessary, the Contracting Authority may suspend signing of the contract for additional
examination if justified by the requests or comments made by unsuccessful tenderers during the
standstill period or any other relevant information received during that period. In that event, all the
tenderers must be informed within three working days following the suspension decision.
Should it not be possible to conclude the contract with the successful tenderer or should they
withdraw, Eurostat reserves the right to review its decision and to award the contract to another
tenderer, to close or to cancel the procedure.
Any request for information and any reply will have neither the purpose nor the effect of suspending
the deadline for lodging an appeal against the contract award decision, which must be done within
two months of the notification.
D- No obligation to award the contract
Opening to competition or the launch of an invitation to tender in no way imposes on the
Commission an obligation to award the contract. The Commission will not be liable for any
compensation for tenderers whose tenders have not been accepted, nor will it be so liable if it
decides to abandon the procurement or cancel the award procedure. This decision would be
substantiated and notified to the tenderers.

Electronically signed on 02/07/2019 17:53 (UTC+02) in accordance with article 4.2 (Validity of electronic documents) of Commission Decision 2004/563
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